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Families in need of space are finding a solution

by snapping up next door, says Jayne Dowle

they’re expanding
sideways, downwards
or upwards.

ike where you live
but want more
space? Buying next
door and knocking
throughisa
pragmatic solution, especially
for families who need extra
space but not the expense and
hassle of uprooting,
particularly in a market short
of stock. To stay close to
friends, keep offspring in local
schools and potentially save
thousands on stamp duty,

the Hampstead Garden

remain intact during the

Inside, however, it’s a
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Mother-of-three Louise
Crystal, 42, and her husband,
bought the house next door in

Suburb conservation area,
north London, in 2018. To
meet with strict conservation
area rules, the exterior had to

conversion of their home.

ditterent — and dramatic —
story. First, the internal wall
separating the living rooms of
the two properties was
demolished. Then in the
newly acquired house, Robert
Hirschfield Architects
converted the existing
staircase, utility room, WC and
kitchen into an open-plan
kitchen, dining and living
area. In the original house, the
WC and utility room were
replaced by a staircase. The
Tt ’ - old kitchen was transtormed

inta a navrotiidvr and ciinlban
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living area.

On the first floor the
bathroom was extended by
removing the existing
staircase next door and a
bedroom turned into a library
area. One bedroom in the
existing house was converted
into a hallway. The dressing
room adjacent to the original
master bedroom became a
bathroom. There are now four
bedrooms in total.

“It was the need for more
space. When our third child
came along, she was in a tiny
box room, which we knew
wouldn’t last for long,” Crystal
says. “We were also spending
all our time in a small kitchen.”

Her original home had
already been extended to the
size allowed in a conservation
area: “Purchasing next door
and amalgamating two houses
gave us additional living space
—100 sq m — without the need
torelocate. If we were to move
to alarger home and renovate
it, it would have cost more.”

The estate agency KFH says
in the past year semi-detached

properties in Hampstead
Garden Suburb sold for
£1,688,803 on average.
Detached properties fetched
an average of £3,392,231.

If such a purchase requires
mortgage finance, you will
need planning permission and
a schedule of works and costs
to show the lender, says Mark
Harris, chief executive of the
mortgage broker SPF Private
Clients. Be warned, not all will
agree tolend onsucha
project. You may need a
broker to help.

You should also factor in
heating — a new boiler or
alternative may be required —
plus the services of an
architect, structural engineer
and possibly an interior
designer to create cohesive
ways to join both halves of the
new home. If the properties

are leasehold, you’ll probably
need a new lease too.

When Phil Hallett, 42,
bought a £165,000 two-
bedroom first-floor apartment
in the suburb of Penylan,
Cardiff, in 2010, he was single
and had no idea that eight
years later he would be buying
the one-bedroom apartment
downstairs and turning the
Victorian terrace house —
converted in the 1980s — back
into a family home with his
wife, Aimee, 42.

“Idecided to buy in a nice
area and have a flat as
opposed to a house in a not-so-
nice area,” says Hallett, a
furniture designer. “It’s a

wonderful street to live on,
overlooking a park.”

In 2018, when the couple’s
first child, Freddie, was one,
they discovered their
downstairs neighbour was
selling. She gave them first
refusal. They bought her
one-bedroom ground-floor
apartment for £200,000,
off-market, and the neighbour
benefited, paying no estate
agency fees.

With a budget of £30,000,
they joined the two
apartments together, creating
an open-plan living space and
kitchen on the ground floor
and four bedrooms upstairs.

“Coming from a design
background, I thought I could

turn my hand to architecture
as well,” Hallett says. Although
he did draw up the plans,
reconfiguring the house was
harder than imagined; the
budget wasn’t generous
enough, the builder was
unreliable, and asbestos was
discovered in one of the
internal walls, adding extra
cost and delay.

Hallett had to secure a
Change of Use agreement from
the local council, inform the
Post Office that there was no
longer a “15a” and have the

entire property rebanded tor
council tax.

“An alternative is to retain
the additional property’s
separate title and simply use

the space,” says Sara Ransom
of Stacks Property Search.
“This gives you the flexibility
to sell one, or the other, or
both properties in the future.”

The couple had to pay
stamp duty because the
downstairs apartment was
classed as a second home.
Hallett says he wishes he had
figured out a way to avoid
shelling out for the “seven or
eight grand bill” but admits it
was cheaper than stamp duty
on a comparably sized house
in a similar area.

What was once the first-
floor kitchen is now a nursery
for their younger son, Ralph,
two. “It took a while for us to
get it sorted, it turned into a

junk room,” Hallett admits.
“During lockdown last year I
tackled it and got it painted.”

With Freddie settled in at
the local primary school, and
the rear garden recently
landscaped to be child-
friendly, the Halletts aren’t
moving. But if they did, their
outlay should be more than
recouped. A similar house
nearby, with a loft conversion,
recently went on the market
for £530,000.

“You may only get the
opportunity once,” says Marc
Schneiderman, a director at
Arlington Residential. “Tam a
huge advocate of homeowners
buying next door, as well as
flat owners buying upstairs or

downstairs. Even if they have
no immediate need for the
space, it could prove a
worthwhile investment.”
That’s what the parents of
Sue Giles, 64, a retired school-
worker, did four decades ago
when they bought a pair of
adjoining cottages in
Porthleven, Cornwall,

Reproduced by Gorkana under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines), FT (Financial Times/ft.com) or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright

owner. All FT content is copyright The Financial Times Ltd. _
Article Page 2 of 4

519140294 - System - A25564-1 - 170131814



Source: The Sunday Times {Home}

Edition:

Country: UK

Date: Sunday 13, June 2021 qg{:,kggg
Page: 16,17

Area: 814 sg. cm

Circulation: ABC 647622 Weekly

Ad data: page rate £60,690.00, scc rate £144.00
Phone: 020 7782 5000

Keyword:  Stacks Property Search

overlooking Mount’s Bay, — without the need
living in one half of “Salt
Spray” and running the other torelocate
cottage as a holiday rental.
When they decided to go

travelling and curtail rentals,
instead of selling the holiday
cottage, they added it on to
their existing house to create
alarger living space and four
bedrooms so their four
children and, eventually, six
grandchildren had
somewhere to stay.

“It was quite
straightforward really,” Giles
says. “The main thing they did
was to change one dog-leg
staircase and put it against a
wall, plus some remedial
works. It gave more space for
people to be doing different
things.” The house is now on
the market for £600,000, and
the selling agent, Mark Bracey,
adirector at Lillicrap Chilcott,
says it could, subject to the
necessary consents, be
converted back to two
separate dwellings.

Purchasing next
door gave us

additional living
space —100sqm
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Louise Crystal,
left, bought the

‘ house next door
to add extra
space to the

1 family's home,

‘ inset. Right:

' Porthleven in
Cornwall. Far
right: Phil Hallett
turned two
apartments back
into a house
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